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Dinan, Brittany. View of the town and of the river Bance, with the impressive
Lanvallay viaduct in the foreground

Dimitrovgrad. Industrial town
of Bulgaria, founded 1947 by the
union and reconstruction of three
villages. It lies on the r. Maritsa
between Plovdiv and the Turkish
border. There are coalmines in
the vicinity, and the town pro-
duces chemicals (chiefly fertilisers),
cement, and asbestos-cement pipes.
A thermo-electric station began
operation in 1951. Pop. (est.)
85,000.

Dimity (Gr. dimitos, of double
thread). Stout cotton cloth with
raised patterns, used for hangings,
The name is also applied to a fine
cotton dress fabric first made in
India.

Dimorphism (Gr. di, double;
morphe, form). Term applied to
the phenomenon of a living organ-
ism assuming two different forms :
e.g., in certain arthropods male and
female are so different in form as
to appear to belong to different
genera (sexual dimorphism).

In chemistry, when a chemical
compound may crystallise in two
distinct forms it is said to be
dimorphous; in three, trimor-
phous ; in general, polymorphous.
This property is explained by the
fact that atoms constituting di-
morphic minerals may be arranged
in two different crystalline struc-
tures, without affecting the chemi-
cal composition as a whole.

Examples include calcium car-
bonate, which crystallises as cal-
cite (rhombohedral, specific gravity
2-7) and aragonite (orthorhombic.
specific gravity 2-9).

Dinagat. One of the Philippine
Islands. Lying to the N. of Min-
danao, it belongs to the province of
Surigao and is about 309 sq. m. in
extent. It has a hilly backbone
culminating in a peak over 3,000 ft.
high. Rice and other cereals are
cultivated, and fishing is carried on.
Dinagat, the chief town, stands on
the S.W. coast.

Dinajpur. Name of a district of
British Bengal, area 3,953 sq. in.,
which was divided in 1947 between
India and Pakistan, to form a
district of the same name in each
of those countries.

The locality is noted for its ar-
chaeological remains, some dating
from the 9th century, while to
others tradition gives a much
greater antiquity. There are also
some 18th-century temples. The
area is unhealthy, with deserted
sites overgrown by jungle. It pro-
duces quantities of rice; also rape,
mustard, jute, and sugar-cane.

Dinajpur. Town of East Pakis-
tan, in the district of the same
name. It lies on the E. bank of the
Purnabhaba river, near its con-
fluence with the Dhapa. Formerly
a garrison town, it has cabinet
factories and iron foundries. Pop.
(1951)35,687.

Dinan. Town and river port of
Brittany, France, in the dept. of
C6tes-du-Nord. It stands on the
Ranee, 15 m. S. of St. Malo.
Mainly on the left bank, it is

connected by a fine viaduct with
its suburb Lanvallay, on the right.
Remains of the ramparts (13th-
15th centuries), including three
gateways and some 15 towers, en-
close a part of picturesque Dinan.
Above the castle towers Duchess
Anne's dungeon (14th-loth cen-
turies). The Tour de 1'Horloge
dates from the 15th century, as
does S. Malo church, restored in
the 19th century. In the Middle
Ages Dinan was a famous Breton
stronghold and was associated
with the exploits of du Guesclin
who was vanquished in single
combat against an English knight
on the site of the Place Foch : in
accordance with the rules of
chivalry, the victorious English-
man retired. Du Guesclin's heart
is buried in S. Sauveur, a partly
Romanesque, partly Gothic cathe-
dral. The only industry is
hosiery making; there is an air-
port at Dinan-TreUivan. Pop.
(1954) 13,844.

Dinant. Town of Belgium, in
the prov. of Namur. It stands on
the right bank of the Meuse with
the suburb of St. Medard on the
left, 17 m. by rly. S. of Namur.
The town's interest lies in its
Gothic church of Notre Dame and
its citadel on a towering cliff above.

Dinant is a tourist centre,
being visited by those who wish to
explore the Ardennes or go boating
on the Meuse. The name is said
to be a corruption of Diana, and a
grotto where that goddess was
worshipped is still shown.

Dinant had in the 15th century
a pop. est. at 60,000 ; today it has
some 7,000. Destruction of its walls
and castle by Charles the Bold of
Burgundy in 1466 was the begin-
ning of its decay. It belonged then
and afterwards to the bishop-
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